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succussed thyroxine
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Summary

The experiments investigate the influence of extremely dilute thyroxine (T,) in special
‘homeeopathic’ preparation (dilution T,.30x) on the spontaneous tendency of juvenile
frogs to leave the water and climb on land. Climbing activity was suppressed by dilution
T,.30x, with statistical significance both in comparison to the effect of the ‘potentized’
preparation of the solvent (dilution H,0.30x) as well as in comparison to the control
observations before the start of the treatment. Finally, in the search for optimal treat-
ment duration, it was shown that exposure to the dilutions for even a few minutes suf-

ficed to cause significant effects.
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Introduction
A number of experiments have been performed
on extremely diluted succussed substances
(homceopathic preparations) up to now, apart
from human studies,' primarily with mice and
rats.’® To explain the observed effects, even
from dilutions beyond Avogadro’s value, a
memory or information function has been postu-
lated to occur in succussed solvents. This might
be based on special configurations of the solvent
as well as on extremely weak electromagnetic
fields.”*

Our choice of an amphibian model is based on
experiments on the influence of homceeopath-
ically prepared thyroxine on metamorphosis.’
The model introduced in this paper depends on
the following facts:

—Thyroxine applied in classical pharmacolog-
ical concentrations may provoke hyperactivity
in vertebrates.

—Physiological lack of thyroxine, e.g. duc to
thyroidectomy. causes inertness.””’

This has led to speculation that homaopath-
ically prepared. highly diluted thyroxine may
influence the spontaneous locomotor activity, in
particular the spontaneous tendency of juvenile
frogs just at the end of metamorphosis to leave
the water and climb on land.
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Methods
Animals
Rana temporaria juveniles were taken from a
highland lake (1600 m above sea level). For dif-
ferent types of experiments, animals were taken
at the two-legged stage (about stage 31 accord-
ing to Gosner’s staging table),® at the four-
legged, tailed stage (about stage 42) or at the
four-legged, tailless stage of the juvenile frog
(about stage 46).

”

Laboratory

All experiments were performed indoors at a
site associated with the Ludwig Boltzmann Insti-
tut fiir Homoopathie in Graz, Austria.

Preparation of test solutions

The test solutions T,.30x and H,O.30x were pre-
pared by the firm Dr Peithner, Vienna. The
stock solution of thyroxine (Sigma) had a con-
centration of 1:10%. It was diluted in stages of
1:10 and succussed at everv stage according to
homaeopathic standards.” The result is an aque-
ous solution of thyroxine 1:10™ parts by weight.
called dilution T,.30x. Water was prepared in an
analogous way (dilution H.O.30x).

Solution coding
The solutions for the experiments (two indepen-
dent batches) were coded by Prof Dr G. Fach-







